NMORTHERN ADVENTURE

History Lesson

Hayes River

HISTORY LESSON IS A NEW DEPARTMENT IN MANITOBA'S
MORTHERMN EXPERIENCE, HIGHLIGHTING SOME OF THE IMPORTANT
ATTRACTIONS THROUGHOUT NORTHERN MANITOBA. |IF YOU KNOW
OF AN ATTRACTION WITH AN INTERESTING HISTORY, LET US KNOW
AT NFABA@LESTERPUBLICATIONS.COM OR 1-B77-953-2588B.

By Bappapa EDIE

he Bed and Assimiboine rivers are both essential o the

I story of Manitoba, bur it was the 600-kilomerre Hayes

River that recently became a member of the Canadian

Heritage Rivers System (CHRS). A plague commemorating the
designation was unveiled in June.

The legendary warerway runs through the hearr of Man-
itoha’s morch, from Morway Howse on Lake Winnipeg to York
Factory on Hudson Bay, and is the longest narurally flowing
river in the province,

“This magnificent river has played an influenrial role in Can-
ada’s development as a narion,” said Bona Ambrose, Minister of
the Environment and Minister responsible for Parks Canada, in
a press release announcing the CHRS designation. “As the only
navigable waterway connecting the southern inrerior of West-
ern Canada and Hudson Bay, the Hayes was a vital transporta-
tion route for Aboriginal |.1L'\-:r|.1|.-|.'s. fur eraders and -:xpl-.‘rr:n. and
opened vast reaches or our country to exploration.”

Canadian Heritage status is based on a river’s oustanding
patural, culoural and recreational values, and the Hayes' role as
a central transportation artery for early Fur eraders makes it an
imporeant link o our nation’s history. “Ir opened up the whole
Canadian interior for the fur trade and, of course, iJI'l.|.'l:|.-:'.[|‘:li
First Marions peoples of Western Canada significantdly,” says
Don Gibsan of Parks Canada.

Essenrially unchanged from the river thar First Martions
people paddled through centuries ago, the Hayes River has had
a leading role in the history of Manitoba and the development
of the Canadian north.

“The whole area refleces the history of our communicy; peo-
ple travelled that rver during the fur trade and came l|'|n.1|.|.g|1
Morway House to do business with the Hudson Bay Company,”
says Lloyd Fletr of the Norway House Community Council.

“People value the history here.”

A photos courtesy of Manitoba Consenvation

ZO0E » MARITGBEA'S NOGRTHERN EXFERIENCE







